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l;;'The feellng of hopelessness regardino the local 51tuation in
' -general and Communism in particular as reported- for the period
h;ending 16 October"1953 still prevails. . ‘

'sAHostlllty and latent opp051tion toward the government persists
~but no s1gn1f1canttchanges ‘have been noted that would suggest
.ch comprlse the ‘disunited

"1ch occur

hadvantage of‘fhé
.;government propaganda.
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X S sralin many oo ~ L te Ly 1
nothinsz “ubllcly out of [fear 5 ok : ; they are
bitter and resentf..l. Yheir dLssaulsf“ction is lnuePSlf: da b ths
knowledze tuat uncounted ti.ovsands have been sgrandered in pre-
varation for and operation of tne Wational Fair which until now
been a resounding failure,

Tne fair is generally ccnceded to be a failure even thourh at
has been fairly zood. This can be explained in part by the 4
to~-dayv existence of most “Fuatsmalans and the few diversions o
tainment ordinarily available to them., It appears that thnelir an
Communist Pr1n01ples are ﬁOu sufficiently strong to overcome their
desire to "see and be seen" and enjoy a change from an otherwise

uneventful life.

During the reporting period the semi-official paper Nuestro Diasric
published what was purported to ve a manifesto issuea by an unidern
fied liberation committee (See duu—n-JSI) - The manifesto called :
the people to verform acts of satotaze against the government. 1.
independent press arrears to reflect tne oopilar belief that the
manifesto was actually a zovernment and/or Communist plant which
be used to justify fubture acts of repression against opposition
groups or individuals. Such a belief will almost certainly be
sufficient to discourage the faint-hearted or indecisive from taki
anti-government or anti-Communist steps. The manifesto has not be
received with sympathy by opposition opinion. 1In fact all observe
comments indicate tnat the indiscriminate violence recommrended in
manifesto 1s definitely not approved. (Comment: Althouzh no ob-
served reactions or comments can be cited, it is possible that tns
appearance of the manifesto (as a plant) just prior to tne arrival
of the new U.S. Ambassador was so timed as to discourage any incix
anti-government, anti-“ommunist movements which might be encouraze
to act on the assumption that a new U.S. Ambassador would lend at
least moral support).

In the economic sphere the revorted or observed attitudes are un-
changed. Capital investments are governed by extreme caution due
unsettled conditions and L'o:'m"u.nlst-‘"mnlred crovernment hostility
toward prlvate enterprise. The continued 1ntfan51bent attitude o°
labor, also Communist inspired, has the same restrictive effect on
business activity previously reported People of all classes see:
be well aware of the fact that economic unrest manifested in the
recurrent strikes azainst native and foreign capitalists is & Com:
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maneuver to create misery and cnaos. ommmunist harrassment o:
inited fruit Cowpany is resortedly ovnosed DY 055 of ihe workers
who orefer thelr status as wase earners to ths doubtful security
offered by the Agrarian deforn. Many tine workers are reporiedl
concerned lest tne constant attacks | 1= force tae comuany to
abandon its plantations and force the workers into unvanted "inde-
nendent"” status. Insecurity is the rule amons apriculturalists,
lar-e and small, due to uncertainty of lunc tenurs. Frodaction is
of f and exyected tc continue downward untlil Tarm owners obtalin
guarantees that their land is not "afrectanle” under the Agrarian
Zeform Law. Accordins to some coffeec zrowers the economic crisis
may reach its climax when the next co’fee cro: is rive (beginnin:z
December 1953). 4t that time it 1is neliszved that it will be im-
psssible to harvest all of the crogc because of dislocations in ths
farm labor force occasioned by the agrarian reform.
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Stresses within the army are largely due to understandable jealous
between the "haves" and the "have-nots.” The majority, and more
significently those in stratezic positions, may be considered "hav
who are not inclined to engaze in anti-government activity or take
an anti-Communist stand so long as loyalty to the present regzgime :
rewarded with money, prestige, and luxury items. According to a
source withicontacts in army circles, the possibility of subversic
within the army is lessened by close control of personnel by G-2,.
Army officers are aware of G-2 detection activities and are caref:
not to do anything or make any contacts which would make them sus-

‘pect. The same source alleges that the army is extremely "revolt"
conscious, citing as an example the rioting that occurred in the
de toros on 20 October 1953. At that time the various commands
The capital allegedly received instructions to be on the alert fo
possible uprisings which mizht use the bull ring disturbances as
device to lure troops from their bases, On an average of once a
week an orden de alerta is issued to all army units cancelling lec
rein’orcing garrisons, etc. The alerts usually last over nizht ar
cause considerable inconvenience to officers and men. It is re-
ported that the officers in particular look upon these alerts as
foolishness and an indication of the fear and uncertainty felt by
high political and military authorities. The most talked about
subject by army officers with private citizens and ex-officers is
lack of discipline. The older officers recall that discipline was
much better in previous administrations and now the officers lack
vride in their service, especially on this point. (The accuracy <
this information relating to "barometer” factors within the army -
not been established except for that concerning the loyalty of the
army to the government and the material reasons for sucih loyalty
which is probably true).
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Despite vehement attacks in the official and Communlist press, and
friendly criticism in the independent rress, it 1is believed that =
recent speech of iloors Cabot rezarding Latin American-U.S. relati:
was well received Dy anti-lommunist, anti-zovernment -roups. Gens
considered a reasonable and temperate exposition of U.S. views.
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A local Communist, who reportedly expressed the prevailin: atti-
tudes held by party members, stated that party lcaders are very
confident and vnlsased with the current situation. Ths Vomrmunists
believe that tne opvosition will never establisi eflfective unity
because the people are becoming used to talk of Communism alter

9 years and do not react as.they did in the early days of the
revolution. Accordinz to source, public indiiference to Comnunism
has made it easier for the party to increase memovershiv, <urther-
more, the distinct division of the people into two zrours - the
r1Wht and the left, with the middle or center no loner existing -
has also helped the zrowth of the party. Iiany who formerly held
middle nositions have turned to the Communist rYarty, no longer
ferxrins to >e stigmatized. The Communists believe that solidifi-
cation of the two extremes and disaprearance of the middle rrouns
means the final conflict is nearing. .

Formation of the Hrbnte slectoral Anticomunista, consisting of the
Partido Unificacidn snticomunista, the Fartido Uniflca01on Demo-
cratica, and the Comité de dstudiantes Universitarios Anticomunista
appears to presare renewed opposition political activity. Although
the FiA has evoked some favorable response there is the concurrent
belief that it will probaoly not achieve success so ilong astne
Communists enjoy the support of the government. Net result: the
FZA is 2an encouraging sizn but not sufficient in itself to dissivat
the hopelessness which seems to enervate the majority. with zooc
reason, the people do not have much faith in the efficacy of the
electoral rrocess to achieve change.

Z:f senneth S. Givloch

li November 1953
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